
AN OPEN LETTER FROM EUROPEAN BUSINESS LEADERS
Stand firm on 2035, take charge of Europe’s electric vehicle transition 

Dear President von der Leyen, 

We write as over 200 business leaders from Europe’s rapidly growing e-mobility ecosystem - including
vehicle manufacturers, battery producers, charging providers, software developers, material suppliers,
electricity suppliers, engineering services, and grid operators - united by a clear message: 

Stand firm, don’t step back. Maintain the full integrity of the 2035 zero-emissions target for cars and
vans in your upcoming review. Back it up with bolder action to secure Europe’s industrial leadership
in the electric age.

This target, agreed under your leadership in 2023, was not just a climate milestone. It signaled Europe’s
intent to lead in the global drive for clean mobility, energy security, and industrial innovation. It has set a
clear, credible path for industry, investors, governments, and citizens: to stay ahead as the world goes
electric. 

That signal mattered, and it initiated real action. Our companies and sectors have committed hundreds
of billions of euros in new investment, already creating over 150,000 new jobs - from battery
gigafactories in France and Germany, to new or retooled car plants in Slovakia and Belgium, to the rapid
expansion of charging infrastructure across the continent. 

Workers are reskilling. Responsible materials are being sourced and produced. Power grids are being
made more resilient and flexible, including through smart technologies like vehicle-to-grid. And better
electric cars are already hitting Europe’s roads, built here, powered by Europe’s own energy. 

Delaying the 2035 target, or broadening focus after 2035 to less efficient, transitional technologies,
would stall these collective steps forward, erode investor confidence, and permanently hand the
advantage to global competitors - who will continue to advance. 

Regions like China have moved faster on electric cars and with greater strategic focus. Hesitate now, and
Europe risks deeper dependency, lost influence, and falling irreversibly behind - in a world where one in
four cars sold this year will already be electric according to the International Energy Agency. 

The 2035 target is the foundation for Europe reclaiming leadership. In the face of today’s challenges,
what we need now is the policy delivery to match the ambition. 

In your upcoming review, we urge you to send a clear message of commitment - not retreat - while
putting forward a bolder, coordinated strategy that more strongly backs all our industries through this
demanding transition, and secures long-term electric vehicle, battery, and infrastructure
competitiveness. 

 



That means: 

A far stronger European industrial strategy that scales battery production, secures raw materials,
and supports supplier and machinery transformation.
Smart, consistent incentives across Member States, to support all Europeans in switching to
electric vehicles.
Accelerated investment in grids and permitting reform, to deliver the infrastructure needed for
widespread electrification. 
A renewed commitment to effectively implement existing EU legislation, driving the transition
forward throughout the single market. 

This is a pivotal moment. Your conviction to act boldly now will decide whether Europe takes charge of its
electric future or follows it. 

President von der Leyen, you have been a champion of Europe’s clean technology ambitions. We urge
you to stand by the 2035 target and back it up, at the centre of your wider competitiveness and
resilience agenda. 

We are all committed to build and power Europe's electric vehicle future. We now ask Europe’s political
leadership to stay the course, step up with us, and take charge. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

MARKUS VON
 ZWEIGBERGK

CEO

LINDA PALSSON
CEO

MICHAEL COLIJN
CEO

STEVEN SALO
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PHILIPP SENONER
CEO

ORLIN RADEV
CEO

FABIO PRESSI
CEO E-MOBILITY

MICHAEL HALBHERR
CEO

ULRIK GRAPE
PRESIDENT

FREDRIK ERLAND LIMA
FOUNDER

NICLAS WENNERHOLM
CEO

PAUL MALBERT
CEO



AMIT YUDAN
CEO AND FOUNDER

FABIO LANCELLOTTI
PARTNER

STEFANO TERRANOVA
CEO

ALEXANDER
VAN DE VEN

MANAGING DIRECTOR

CHRISTOPH CEGLA
PRESIDENT

JAVIER OLARTE
CEO

PABLO FERNANDEZ
SANTOS

CEO

RAMI SYVÄRI
BOARD MEMBER

JEAN-BAPTISTE
 BEGAHEL
DEPUTY CEO

FRANÇOIS OUDOT
CEO

ALEXANDER HECK
CEO AND CHAIRMAN

JUAN DE ANTONIO
CEO

MARKUS BACH
CEO AND CTO

ISSAM TIDJANI
CEO

JENS THOMAS
COO

THOMAS WAGNER
CEO

NICOLAS BANCHET
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

YOANN NUSSBAUMER
CEO

RICK WILMER
CEO

THOMAS 
VANQUAETHEM

VICE-PRESIDENT EUROPE



MICHAEL MASNITZA
CO-FOUNDER AND COO

DAN-ERIC ARCHER
CEO

JOAN HINOJO
GENERAL MANAGER

LILIAN SCHWICH
 CO-CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

JEAN-JACQUES 
DELMÉE
JOINT CEO

ANDREA DAMINELLI
CO-CEO AND FOUNDER

ALEXANDRE BORGOLTZ
DIRECTOR GENERAL

HORST GRAEF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

JÖRG REIMAN
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

MANAGER

ION LEAHU-ALUAS
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER 

BERNHARD BRUHN
VICE PRESIDENT 

GLOBAL BUSINESS UNIT LIB

ANTHONY FERNANDEZ
CEO

HERMANN STOCKINGER
CEO & FOUNDER

RODERICK 
VAN DEN BERG

CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

JEAN-PHILIPPE 
LAURENT

SENIOR VP STRATEGY 
& DEVELOPMENT

VERA PINTO PEREIRA
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER 

OF EDP GROUP AND 
CEO OF EDP COMERCIAL

STEFFEN BRANS
CEO

MATHIAS WIECHER
GENERAL MANAGER 
ENERGY & CHARGING

BARTOSZ KUBIK
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

STEFAN SPASSOV
CEO



AURELIEN DE MEAUX
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

JULIUS WILHELM
CO-FOUNDER

LUKE HU
CO-FOUNDER

ADRIAN NOCUŃ
CEO

HENRIK BERGSTROM
HEAD OF PUBLIC AND

REGULATORY AFFAIRS

JUHA STENBERG 
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

NICK VANDENBULCKE
MANAGING DIRECTOR

 JAKOB KLEIHUES
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

KEES-JAN RAMEAU
CEO

DAWID JAŹWA
CEO

MICHAEL WENNGREN
CEO

MAARTEN 
MICHIELSSENS
FOUNDER AND CEO

ERIK HÖHNE
SPOKESPERSON OF THE
 MANAGEMENT BOARD

MARIE-LOUISE WOLFF
CHAIR OF THE 

EXECUTIVE BOARD

PAOLO LUIGI MERLI
CEO

LOVRENC SVEGL
CEO

MIKA NOPANEN
FOUNDER

PASQUALE SENESE
CEO AND FOUNDER

JAAN JURIKAS
FOUNDER

JULIUS WILHELM
CO-FOUNDER

ILKER AKKAYA
MANAGING DIRECTOR



MICHIEL LANGEZAAL
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

HAGEN BERGER
CEO

CARLO MEREU
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

HARM WEKEN
MANAGING PARTNER

CAROLINA SOLCIA
PARTNER

MAX BRANDT
CEO

REINIER VAN DEN BERG
DIRECTOR

MARTI SALVADOR
MANAGING DIRECTOR

JEFF DODDS
CEO

CHRISTOPHE GURTNER
CEO

ISABELLE CANU
PARTNER

PAVOL KROKOS
MANAGING DIRECTOR

ERIC PLAQUET
PRESIDENT

DENIS MOTTE
CO-FOUNDER

CHRISTIAN PHILIPP
CCO

MANUEL REICH
MANAGING DIRECTOR

JACEK DZIEŻAK
CEO

PETER BADIK
FOUNDER - CHAIRMAN OF 

MANAGEMENT BOARD

OLLI SIRKKA
CEO

OLE-CHRISTEN ENGER
CEO

CHRISTIAN HAHN
CEO



AGUSTÍN DELGADO 
MARTÍN

CTO

KAREN PFLUG
CSO

PEDRO MOREIRA
DA SILVA 

CEO

VICTORIA 
VERNARECOVAN

COO

CHRISTELLE VIVES
CEO

JEROEN VAN TILBURG
CEO

JEROEN JONKER
CEO

BHASKER KAUSHAL
CEO

LUCAS TERQUEM
COO & CO-FOUNDER

VASSILIS 
KALAVROUZIOTIS

CEO

JOHAN HOLMSTEDT
CEO

ALEXANDRE VALIN
FOUNDER

ERIC VAN VOORDEN
CEO

SUSANNE MALM
CEO

ALEX THORNTON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

YONG GIRL LEE
 EXTERNAL RELATIONS

 DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR

SEBASTIAN EWERT
MANAGING DIRECTOR

THOMAS JACSONT
FOUNDER

PIERRE EYMARD
DIRECTOR GENERAL

LAWRENCE HAMILTON
PRESIDENT OF EUROPE

GRÉGOIRE 
DALLEMAGNE

CEO



VOLKER NEUMANN
MEMBER OF THE 

MANAGEMENT BOARD

ARNAUD VILLERS
D’ARBOUET

CEO

VOLKER LAZZARO 
CTO

GÜNTER FUHRMANN
MANAGING DIRECTOR

SALIM EL HOUAT
CEO

JEAN-FRANÇOIS 
CHEYNS

FOUNDER AND CO-CEO

ADAM MIKOŁAJCZYK
CEO

JON FOLD VON BÜLOW
CO-FOUNDER & CSO

LARS CHRISTIAN BACHER
CEO

ROB VAN TILBURG
PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

BEN NELMES
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

AYMERIC LIBEAU
FOUNDER

THEO REICHGELT
FOUNDER AND CEO

ROK POTEKO
CEO

MATT DAVIES
CEO

VINCENT MAILLARD
PRESIDENT FRANCE

ANNIKA ROSENDAHL
CEO

TOBIAS VERBEKE
MANAGING DIRECTOR

BENOÎT CRIEL
CEO

JASPER BOOGERT
MANAGING DIRECTOR

PHILIPPE HATRON
PRESIDENT

ERIK BERENS
MANAGING DIRECTOR



MICHAEL HEINEMANN
CEO

MARCO MÖLLER
CEO

LENA THIEDE
CO-FOUNDING PARTNER

ARTUR DUDZIAK
CEO

JOHAN MILD
CEO

ELEFTHERIOS 
KARABATSAKIS

CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

TOM ROWLANDS
CEO

MICHAEL LOHSCHELLER
CEO

LUIS SANTIAGO PINTO
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

PAUL SIELJES
HEAD OF OPERATIONS

FEDERICO FEA
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

MICHEL SIEMON
CEO

PREDRAG SEATOVIC  
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

MATS LINDELOW
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

HENRIK THIELE
CO-FOUNDER AND 

MANAGING DIRECTOR

DAVID LINCOLN BLOM
HEAD OF BRAND, 

MARKETING & COMMS

EDUARD SCHLUTIUS
CEO

LUIS CASTANHEIRA
CEO

SIEGFRIED ORLANDO 
SÁNCHEZ

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGER

CLAUDIO GEYKEN
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

KERSTIN WEDEMANN
CHIEF LEGAL 

AND CORPORATE OFFICER



FRANCO BARBIERI
PRESIDENT

STRATEGY & INNOVATION

FRANK DUNVOLD 
CEO

JONG SUK LEE
MANAGING DIRECTOR 

EUROPE

EMANUEL PROENÇA
CEO

ANDREW HART
CEO

STEFANO SCAINELLI
CEO

MARCIN 
MATYJASZCZYK 

CEO

ALBERTO STECCA 
CEO

SEJIN KIM
MANAGING DIRECTOR 

HUNGARY

 JOACHIM NORDIN
CEO

SAMMY TANHUA
CEO

ELIE HABERMACHER
CEO

STEFAN GROSJEAN 
CEO AND FOUNDER

IVAN STEYERT
EXECUTIVE

TORE HARRITSHOJ
CEO

VOLKER NEUMANN
MANAGING DIRECTOR

ROBERT RUDNICKI
 CEO

ROBERT GARDEANG
CEO

GIULIO DI GENNARO
CEO

MARTIN PHILIPS
CEO

ILJA MAAS
CEO



NICO SPOELSTRA
CEO

ALBERTO NEGRO
MANAGING DIRECTOR

STEFAN REINDL
CEO

MANUEL PLEDL
CEO

THOMAS RAFFEINER
CEO AND FOUNDER

MARK VAN KERKHOF
CEO AND 

MANAGING DIRECTOR

ALEXANDER LOSCHER
PRESIDENT SAVOIE

 ALEŠ PRISTOVNIK
CEO

JAN RIDFELDT 
CEO

JAN ERIKSSON
CEO

LUCA SECCO
CEO

FABIAN HAGMANN
VICE-PRESIDENT 

E-MOBILITY

MAXIMILIAN M. MADER
MANAGING PARTNER

BENOIT LEMAIGNAN 
CEO

BURKHARD STRAUBE
CEO

SVEN HEILGTAG
PARTNER

CHRISTIAN GIRARDEAU
CEO

PATRIK OTT
CEO

FRANCESCA GAMBONI
CHIEF INDUSTRIAL 

OPERATIONS OFFICER

PATRICK KIC
CEO AND FOUNDER



ENRIC ASUNCIÓN
CEO

CÉDRIC JUNILLON
FOUNDER & ASSOCIATE

MARCO MAZZOLENI
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER

ROBIN BERG 
CEO

CONSTANTIN SCHWAAB
CEO

CRAIG DOUGLAS
PARTNER

BRUNO LEBRUN
CEO

KURT ØSTREM 
CEO

DANIEL PÉREZ 
GUTIÉRREZ

CEO AND CO-FOUNDER


